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Hello again, Omitama. At the end of this school year,
I will be stepping down as the Cultural Ambassador
from Abilene and moving on to a new job and a new
place to live. I want to thank you all for your support
and friendship, and express my sincere gratitude for
providing me the opportunity to live and work in your
fair city.

In reflecting on the last 3 and a half years living here
in Omitama, I am forced to evaluate the good times and
the bad. Of good times, there have been many. Making
new friends, meeting my future wife, getting married,
welcoming my son into the world, trips to many
ancient and historical places, and numerous others. As
for bad times, I would say there have been few, and
mostly limited to such things as a tacit exclusion due

Sf5 hEYUBRARBEREEED LT (Y /%EO)&BTE?E’& to my lack of skill in the Japanese language and the
LT Hzgﬁ*ﬂ_t?\/TL?@ MFOES] MEEMERR simple fact that I am a foreigner and not a Japanese
Ame] [ERZAXBOR] OHERZIZERE person. Luckily, however, such instances are rare, and

I

know that it is more a failing on my part than a lack of any goodwill or hospitality from the people that I meet here.

At the end of the day, the positive consequences of having come to Japan far outweigh the negative ones, and I again
want to thank you for allowing me this opportunity.

I

would like to thank a few people in particular for their assistance these past few years. The members of the Noibara

group have been an invaluable asset to me and to the Sister City relationship. They deserve to be recognized for their
hard work. Please, consider joining them and assisting in the further development of the relationship between Abilene
and Omitama. The hard working people at the City Office of Regional Development are also deserving of mention, as
they have really gone out of their way to help me with so many things relating to work and local ordinances. Finally,
all the teachers at the schools in Omitama should be known for their hard work and dedication to improving the lives
and education of their students. Thank you all for your hard work and please keep up the good work.

Thank you for everything and goodbye. I hope to see you all again someday soon.

-~
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