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Hello Citizen's of Omitama!
—

Jeff's Journal Vol.18

[ first want to start by congratulating the 3rd grade
students from Junior High School in Omitama. It
was an honor to help teach you these past two
years. You all are wonderful and I know you will go
on to do great things. I have three pieces of advice
for your future that I too have learned throughout
my life.

The first is to continue to work hard. You can learn
many things and become the best you can with
a little effort. In America, we have an acronym,
YOGOWYPL. It stands for, You Only Get Out What
You Put In. So for example, if you practice hard at
something you will get good at it and if you don't
then it will be more difficult to be successful at it.

The second piece of advice is to try new things. First
you will never know if you like something unless
you try it. Second you can make new friends that
you might not usually hang out with. Last it is good
for you to start stepping out of your comfort zone.
You will have to sometime in your life so why not
start now.

My last piece of advice is to just have fun. If you
don't then it will be more difficult for you to do
the things you want. Plus, time flies when you are
having fun.

Now for my other students. To the new first grader:
Welcome to our Junior High School! I look forward
to getting to know you. Next congratulations to
the new second and third graders. I look forward
to continuing to teach you for my last four months
here. I am also looking forward to watching you
excel in your different activities. You all are very
special to me and I look forward to seeing you
around the school.

As some of you may know, my family came to
visit Japan for two weeks in March. They had a
wonderful time and now see why I love Omitama
so much. I was very happy to show them my
second home. Thank you to all who helped me
out during their stay. We enjoyed trips in Tokyo,
Yokohama, Kyoto, and around Ibaraki. Thank you
all again.

Until Next Time,

Jeffrey Haaga
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