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Sadly, this will be my last journal to all of you as the
13th Friendship Ambassador. I will continue my work
throughout July and leave Japan on August 5th to
return to the United States.

[ am often asked how was my stay in Japan or how do
[ like it here. There are so many things that come to
mind that it is hard to answer the question. First, Japan
is a very beautiful place and the culture is unique. I
enjoyed the beauty of Japan during my travels and
have learned so much about the culture through the
experiences that I have had. Thank you to everyone
who has taught me about the Japanese culture by
inviting me to events or to participate myself. Serving
green tea, wearing kimono, throwing beans during
Setsubun, and making Japanese foods are just some of
the many memories that I will always remember.

Secondly, Japan is full of wonderful, kind, and talented
people. Everyone who I have met from my students,
teachers, community members, and city workers have
been so kind and welcoming to me. Thank you very
much. I truly felt as though I was an asset and part of
the community of Omitama. Many friendships were
made and as time went on these have deepened so
much that I consider most of you like family. Omitama
will always be my second home.

Last but not least, I love how international friendly
Omitama is. With all of the world issues we have the
only way to understand each other is to learn from
each other and to develop friendships. By having this
sister city relationship and other international events
we can only deepen our friendship and understanding.
I hope Omitama never loses this important asset.

During the last month that I am here I will be pretty
busy wrapping up my classes, community events, and
helping with the delegation of Abilene residents coming
to Japan.

Thank you all so much for everything over the past
two years. I look forward to coming back in the future.

Until next time,
Jeffrey Haaga
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