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Jeff's Journal vol.15 ’

Hello Citizen's of Omitama! é ~

I hope you all had a great Christmas, if you
celebrate it, and a very happy New Years as well.
Last year I was lucky enough to celebrate both
Christmas and New Years in Japan. I was very
honored to be able to celebrate the holidays
Japanese style. This year I went back home to
Abilene for the holidays. My little sister Brooklyn
was very excited that I came home for her birthday
on December 26th. While being home was great, it
was also nice to return to my second home for the
remainder of my two year contract commitment. In
America we say, "Time flies when you are having
fun." This is very true. It's unbelievable that I have
already been here for 1 1/2 years and that my time
will finish within the next 6 months. I do plan on
continuing to work my hardest, attend as many
community events as I can, as well as serve the city
of Omitama as well as I can. I don't know where life
will take me after my time here is up but Japan will
always be my second home and I will remember
all of the cultural experiences I have been able
to participate in, the people who I have met both
Japanese and international citizens, and most
importantly my students and the youth of Omitama
who [ know will do great things in the future. They
say that it is important for a teacher to impact the
life of their students, but I think the students often
impact the lives of their teachers as well. I know
my students have tremendously impacted my life.

Since it is the beginning of a new year, it is
important to reflect on the events that occurred
in 2015, the changes we went through, and more
importantly what we would like to do in the New
Year. Please take time to do this. It's very insightful
and rewarding. I'm looking forward to this year
and to accomplish many things before my time
here in Japan ends. I wish you all good health and
happiness during this year and for many years to
come.

Cheers!

Jeffrey Haaga
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