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. Tcan't believe it's been over a year since I wrote my first journal to you! It's been a year and half to be exact. 1
« have seen and learned so much in that time. My first year, I had to study a lot of Japanese just to do everyday
. tasks. I feel like I have improved, but I still have a lot to learn. T also visited several places around Omitama
e and Ibaraki. My favorite of these places is the art park in Kasama. I like it so much, that I have visited it several
. times with friends and family. I also enjoyed sharing my experiences around Japan with a few visitors including
° my mother, my brother, and my friend from university. I told you about all of their visits in my previous letters.
- After my first year in Japan, [ started to have adventures outside Ibaraki as well, including a few adventures in
. Tokyo, seasonal visits to Nikko and, most-memorably, Nara and Kyoto. This coming weekend I will even visit
« Sapporo for the famous snow festival. I have especially enjoyed the specific seasonal customs that accompany
. the four seasons in Japan: Lovely hanami parties in Spring, summer sun on the beaches in Oarai, bright red
* leaves for a short time in autumn, and now a little bit of snow that makes the onsens so pleasant in winter.
- When I think about things that I will miss once I leave Japan, these seasonal traditions are only a small part.
® Of course [ will also miss some of the wonderful food, like my favorite Minori Yogurt. But more than that, I
« have had the wonderful opportunity to teach eager and friendly students of all levels and ages. I will miss the
. connections I've had with each and every one, for they have taught me as much, if not more, than I have taught

them. Many have become my neighbors and my friends, like a family away from
home. This stay in Japan is my first time living alone so far from home and

having this community around me made it much easier. I will miss you all very
much. [ just hope that some of you will have the chance to visit me again
someday in America or maybe that chance will bring me back to Japan in

the future. Until we meet again Omitama, please take care.
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On Christmas Eve, my mother and my brother and I enjoyed our usual tradition of take-out pizza by the Christmas
tree (so that we didn't have to cook or wash dishes)
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