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Hello Omitama,

My name is Amanda Soelter, and I am originally from Abilene, KS, the Sister City of Omitama. I
have been to Japan once before with the Sister City, six years ago, when I stayed with host families
for 10 days. This is when I first became interested in becoming an AET in Japan.

Even though Abilene and Omitama are Sister Cities, they have some big differences. Abilene has a
small population of about 7,000 people, and a very friendly Midwest American culture. While, like
Omitama, Abilene is surrounded by farmland, we are a long way from any mountains or the ocean,
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and even trees are less common; this means we have lots of wide open spaces. The food in Omitama
is also very different from the food in Abilene. Since we are so far from the ocean, we rarely have
fish or seafood, but instead we have a mix of different cultural options like Italian or Mexican
food. One of my hobbies is cooking, and I enjoy making my own versions of these at home. I love
most Japanese food that I've tried (with the exception of natto >_<), but I especially love sushi and
Japanese-style curry.

I have only been in Omitama one month, but already I have been very busy. I have studied some

BAFEMERP
CNNSBR
RBA2FY,

foreign languages before but unfortunately, one of them has not been Japanese. I try to learn at least
one word a day, and going to Japanese class on Thursday night has certainly helped my efforts. I
have picked up many useful words including oishi, sugoi, kawaii and abunai, which I have already
had the opportunity to use. I hope to continue learning Japanese throughout my stay here. Even
though I have not officially started teaching, I have had some opportunities to teach English as well.
One of these was helping local students prepare for the Interactive Forum. I was very impressed with these students' English ability!

1 was also fortunate to be able to come with the Abilene delegation and join them on their sightseeing trips around Japan. We visited some of the same places I had
been six years before such as Horinin Temple, which is a very special and emotional place for the Abilene Delegation because it is also the site of Bob Johnson's tomb,
and because it is always a pleasure to see the priest, Masanobu Takeuchi, and his family. We also visited some places I had never been before such as Asakusa Temple,
Tokyo Skytree and the big Buddha in Ushiku. I was glad to see even more of the area that will be my home for a year.

This has become a very long introduction, but I have only covered a sample of what I have experienced so far. I would like to thank everyone (and it is a very long list
of people already) who have helped me to settle into my new home. I count myself incredibly lucky to be welcomed into this community that shares such a long history
with my hometown, Abilene. Thank you, and I'm sure you will be hearing more from me soon, Omitama.
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