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Hello Friends!

I hope that as you are
reading this that all is
well. As most of you
know we are going
through quite a bit of
changes due to the Coro-
na Virus. Although things
are changing and we may
be facing struggles, we
must always remember
that we are all in this to-
gether. If you look back
in history we have faced
many problems, we have oL
learned many lessons, and we have overcame them all.
We will overcome this and by working together we will
continue to make a better world to live in. I am quite
honored to be able to share my experience and thoughts
on the Corona Virus.

Please note that this is just my experience and I can’t
speak for all because we are all facing different changes .
On May 13th I made the difficult choice to leave Japan
due to the Corona Virus. My work had almost completely
stopped since February, I was getting little to no income,
and unfortunately I was not going to be able to afford to
stay in Japan. So I boarded the plane at Narita Airport and
came back to Abilene. Once I arrived home I self quaran-
tined for two weeks to make sure I did not have any
symptoms of the virus. As far as the Corona Virus goes,
we have been wearing mask in public, school has been
delayed, and many events were cancelled.

Wearing a mask is a big change, because Americans just
usually haven’t worn them before. So it is a very contro-
versial issue whether to wear one or not and who gets to
decide whether we wear them. Personally my family has
made the choice to wear them. My sister Brooklyn is go-
ing to be in her last year of Junior High School this year.
As of right now they will be having in-person classes
however some changes include wearing masks at all
times, smaller class sizes, and students must keep all sup-
plies in their book bags which they will take to each class.
There are still many concerns whether school will be in-
person for the whole year or be switched over to zoom/
online classes. As far as events have gone, most big
events were cancelled however some smaller ones were
still put on such as our 4th of July fireworks show and
youth sports games.

I consider myself pretty lucky because we have only had
a little over 60 cases in Dickinson County. However we
must all remember that the Corona Virus is everywhere
and we should do the best to our ability to prevent from
spreading it. I look forward to the day I get to return to
my second home, Omitama City, but right now safety
must come first. I hope all of you choose the same. Please
remember to stay safe, stay healthy, and stay positive. We
are all in this together.

Until next time,

Jeffrey Haaga

Former 13th Friendship Ambassador
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